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Luster 


Luster is the general appearance of the 
surface of the mineral when there is a 
reflected light. 


Luster divided into two categories: 

" Metallic luster ex: gold, copper and etc > 
opaque in thin section. 

= Non metallic luster, more lighter > transparence 
on thin section. Ex: glass, adamantine, diamond, 
pearly, vitreous, silky, waxy, dull, resinous and etc. 


GREASY 


RESINOUS 
Crystals of 
| native sulfur 
| are transparent 


DIAGNOSTIC STREAK 


A streak is the color of the powder produced when a 
specimen is drawn across a surface such as a piece of 
unglazed porcelain—the back of a kitchen tile, for 

example. This technique is an extremely useful 
diagnostic because a minerals streak is far more 
consistent than its color which tends to vary 
from specimen to specimen. It can allow you to 
distinguish betweeh mincrals that are otherwise 
easily confused. For example, the iron oxide 
hematite gives a red streak, whereas magnetite, 
another oxide of iron, gives 
CONSISTENCY a black streak. If a mineral 
is too hard to mark a streak 
plate, the color of its powder 
can be determined by filing 
unweathered surface. or crushing a small sample. 
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ORPIMENT 


CINNABAR HEMATITE 


CROCOITE 


FLUORESCENCE 


all that is needled is an ultraviolet 


light, which can be readily obtained 


from dealers selling lapidary ard 
collectors’ equipment. On its 
own, fluorescence is generally 
one of the less reliable 
indicators of a mincral’s 
identity because it lacks 

| consistency. Some!” 


+ identical, Fluorescence 
is discussed further on pages 
160-61 


FLUORESCENT GYPSUM 

This white gypsum specimen is 
[luorescing rose-pink when lit by 
ultraviolet light. It contains layers 
of other nonfluarescent minerals. 
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